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OUR MISSION 
 
The Parkside School welcomes elementary school children from diverse ethnic, social, and economic  
backgrounds who have a range of language-based learning difficulties. We serve the whole child by offering  
a thoughtfully designed, comprehensive array of academic and support services. Our goal is to enable our  
students to pursue learning in their areas of strength, to acquire tools and strategies to progress in their areas  
of challenge, and to develop respect and understanding for themselves and others. 

OUR HISTORY 
 
The Parkside School first opened its doors to one five-year old student in September 1986 in a rented six-room 
location on West 100th Street. By spring 1987, a second student was enrolled and the student body grew to ten 
by the following year. 

As the student body expanded, teachers and professional staff were added to serve its needs and soon our 
physical space was stretched to the limit. In July 1992, the school purchased two adjacent, turn-of-the-century 
townhouses located on West 74th Street. The Parkside School opened the doors of its new home to 72 students 
in September 1992 and today, in our 30th year, has a staff of over 55 making a great difference in the lives of 82 
students and their families. 

OUR GOALS 
 
The following statements reflect our ongoing school goals:  

• To discover each student’s best context for learning and enhance the transference of skills from one setting 
to the next. 

• To design and implement a highly individualized and interdisciplinary program for each student, tailored to 
the child’s strengths, and to revise this program as progress is achieved and needs change. 

• To provide a safe environment where children can openly express themselves without fear of criticism and 
take risks to advance their learning. 

• To maximize learning opportunities for our students by continually developing, researching, and adapting 
innovative teaching techniques and curricula and integrating them into our twelve-month program. 

• To create and nurture a dynamic, supportive, and collaborative work environment for our professional staff. 
• To establish partnerships with parents that will support and strengthen our students and their families. 
• To act as agents of change in the broader education community by sharing our experience and expertise 

with other educators.  
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